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RGMS, INC. MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Reno Gem and Mineral Society
is to create, develop, and encourage interest in the
Earth Sciences and to locate and identify various ma-
terial through field trips. As a 501Cg) corporation
RGMS qualifies for donation write offs of cash and
materials. Donation receipts are available at the socie-
ty’s headquarters.

A General Meeting, open to the public, is held the
first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM at Baldini’s
Casino, Second Floor, 865 S. Rock Blvd, Sparks, NV.
Board meetings are open to all members and are held
the second Wednesday of each month at 7 PM at
headquarters. Annual membership dues: student: $25,
Individual: $35, and Family: $50.
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THE NEWSLETTER OF
THE RENO GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Tom Nichols

Can you believe it's October? The year has flown by. There’s
only one more field trip this year - Monte Cristo. See Rob
Kendrick's column for details. Congratulations to Rob and
our Field Trip leaders for a great year. Check out Julie Hil-
sabeck's column for a list of classes where you can learn to
polish up those rocks you collected on some of those field
trips. To see what can be done with those rocks, go to our
Craft Fair, Oct 4, 5 and 6 at Reno Town Mall.

Membership growth is concentrated in the spring, so most of
us are now "seasoned" members. Remember, RGMS is your
Society and you’ll get out of it what you put into it. Officer
elections are in November. You don’t have to stand for elec-
tion to contribute. New Board members who take on helping
to make RGMS the successful society it is are appointed.
Some new members are already providing essential help, and
RGMS thanks them for stepping up. All you need to do is
check Renee Samuel’s Volunteer column to see what is
needed and volunteer to help your Society grow to new
heights.

CONGLOMERATF
SUBSCRIPTTONS 2019:

Digital edition: no charge to members

Shortened edition by USPS: $1 per copy or $12
annually, in advance

Full edition by USPS: $1.75/ copy or $21 annually,
in advance

Full edition copies at the meeting: $2 except to
guests. Free to guests.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

The Board minutes are posted on the bulletin board at
headquarters monthly. Treasurer’s reports are availa-
ble to any member on request.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS PROGRAM
Donna Durham Melissa Petterson, VP

September brought us welcome relief from the summer heat
and BONUS! 13 new members to the Reno Gem and Miner-
al Society. I am very pleased to introduce our new members.
They are:

Christina and Terry Ladd Gail Almasi

Matty Hamrich, Leah Silverman and Sophie Hamrich
Logan Alexander Anna Antonowich
Geneva Palmer Ruth and Sack DeWoody

Michael and Robyn Atkins and Ava and Chase Atkins
Vickie Nicodemus

Let’s all give a warm Reno WELCOME! To our new mem-
bers. It is great to have you here with us!

I would also like to thank Matt DeWitt for volunteering to
be my Number One. [ am very grateful for his help.

RGMS LIBRARY REPORT
Juliet Hitchcock, Library Director

Our library is a beautiful selection of books and reference
materials for your reading pleasure. We are always interest-
ed in donations to add to our library.

The library will be open by appointment only. I am having
surgery on my right forearm and won't be able to drive for
part of the month.

You may contact me to arrange a time to visit our library;

Due to all the robo calls coming to my cell phone, please
text me, stating that you are a member of the RGMS so that
I may return your call. Thank you!

SUNSHINE

Bobbi Metzger, Sunshine Director

Dear RGMS members, the golden days are ahead, time
to put the gardens to bed! What a lovely summer we
had, lots and lots of rocks from field trips great, thank
you Rob for leading us hither and yon. We have no
news of members in health needs. But the news is that
I am stepping down from Sunshine and Lori Connel
is taking the reins, she is excited and will do a wonder-
ful job. She has a kind and sweet heart, I am happy for
her. Send her any news to share on health or events to
announce. | have enjoyed being included in members
life journeys, thank you for the privilege., Blessings ,
Bobbi Metzger

Ed: Thank you Bobbi for the years you have de-
voted to Sunshine through thick and thin for you.
And Blessings on you!

A MEMBER OF CFEMS AND AFMS

Our October presentation will be from the Nevada Min-
ing Association, on the impact and contributions of min-
ing to our state. Thank you to Sam Macaluso for help-
ing arrange this contributor and the special field trip to
follow

Dana Bennett is President of the Nevada Mining Asso-
ciation, the trade organization for Nevada’s original
STEM industry. Before joining the Association in 2014,
she served as the Northern Nevada Regional Director
for the Governor’s Office of Economic Development.
After earning a BA and MA in history, she began her
policy career by working for the Nevada Legislature for
nearly a decade where she staffed committees concerned
with state and local government operations, technology
in education, health care, and public lands. Between her
tenures in the legislative and executive branches, she
spent several years in the private sector, operating a pol-
icy research business and employed as a legislative
advocate with clients in mining, educational innovation,
broadcasting, and insurance, among others. With an
abiding curiosity about Nevada’s history, Dana took a
break in her career to earn a PhD in history. Her disser-
tation explored the intersection between women legisla-
tors and tax policy development in Nevada before 1960.
Dana has authored three books (one of which was desig-
nated a Sesquicentennial Legacy Project) and more than
50 articles, reports, and other publications. She currently
serves on the Nevada Board of Economic Development,
the Advisory Council for the Kenny Guinn Center for
Policy Priorities, the Advisory Board for WGU-Nevada,
and the Board of Trustees for the Western States Arts
Federation. Dana and her husband, Shannon Jackson,
now live in Reno.

Photo: Robin DeVisser, Edited, Sue Webb

PAGE TWO


mailto:juliet_reno@yahoo.com
mailto:juliet_reno@yahoo.com

THE CONGLOMERATE

OCTOBER, 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

FIELD TRIP REPORT
Rob Kendrick—Field Trip Director

Well, we had another successful field trip to Gabbs that was
well attended. We had over 45 people attend the trip at
some point over the three days. Thank you to Alan Metz-
ger for rescheduling this trip that had to be postponed in
May. Also, thanks goes out to Eric Fendelander for lead-
ing a large group on Saturday to the jasper area and then
onto the “Lori” hole where a group effort paid off for all
participants with nice pieces of opalized wood. The “Lori”
hole was a spot found by Lori Connel . Charles Jackson
located another tree on the same trip! Everyone left this
Gabbs trip with smiles on their faces. As always the pot
luck was Awesome! Thanks to everyone for bringing such
delicious dishes!

With field trip season winding down you only have one
more chance to attend a scheduled field trip to the Monte
Christo range near Tonopah NV. This trip will be led by
Jim Welker and is scheduled for October 10th-14th. See
his article for more information on this trip.
That’s all for this month! Happy Hounding!

Photo: Rachel Carroll
Rainbow over Gabbs—anybody find a pot of gold?

donates classroom rocks with an animal glued on top. The
Nevada Division of Minerals also helps out with safety
handouts for parents and students to keep their families’
away from danger when collecting rocks and gems in the
great outdoors.

A MEMBER OF CFEMS AND AFMS

MONTE CRISTO FIELD TRIP
OCTOBER 10-13

Jim Welker

This is a nice area we have not hunted for a couple of
years. We will gather Agate, Jasper, Rhyolite and some
petrified wood. In one area there is some nice seam
agate with pseudomorphs and/or sagenite inclu-
sions. They are pretty colorful rocks with lines. The
camping area is located 2.5 miles from Hwy 6 and is a
nice flat area. To reach the camping area go South on
Hwy 95 to Coaldale junction, Hwy 95 joins Hwy
6. Proceed East toward Tonopah proceed about 6
milesto Blair junction (Hwy 6 & Hwy 265). I stop there
and let all traffic pass. Proceed East 4/10 of a mile and
turn left on a hard to see dirt road. If pulling a rig I rec-
ommend turning a little early and take the turn at a an-
gle. When DOT redid Hwy 6 they did not cut a very
good turn off. After turning go 2.5 miles toward hills
camp will be on right side. On Thursday afternoon
there will be RGMS signs out on Hwy 6 at the turn.

We will leave camp at 8 am each morning. On Satur-
day the 12™ we will have a potluck at 6pm. Any high
clearance vehicle will get to the collecting sites. Since
we are collecting rocks, we will be in rocky area that
have snakes. Dress for rock hounding—no sandals.
Bring tools and if you wish breaker bars and hard rock
tools. To get the good seam agate may require hard
work. But, there is a lot of great surface material.

I will be out of town the month of September. Any
questions ask around, a lot of members have been there.
You can also call or e-mail me in October.

Jim Welker

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

Steve Norman

Reno Gem and Mineral Society Education Outreach
consisting of: Sven Sanders, Rachel Carrol, Cate &
Bob Tangren, and Steve Norman. Part of the team
made a presentations to Brown Elementary School on
September 5 and 6. These 112 second grade student
were enthusiastic about rocks and minerals! Great
question about the difference between rocks and min-
erals and which rock or minerals that we liked the best.
I said jasper and Rachel said selenite. Students learned
about the many ways that rock and minerals are used
in their everyday lives, Rachel explained many fossil
types including some huge teeth from the megalodon
shark and the teachers and students get a big smile
when she mention dino poop or coprolite. There are
many people working behind the scenes including Ste-
ve Rose supplying gifts for the students this time with
labeled bags of selenite. Sam Knipmeyer provides
teacher with mineral sets and beefs up our minerals
collection that we show the students. John Peterson
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SUMMER PICNIC

Denise Sizemore

Hi y’all,

I would like to use this opportunity in the Conglomerate
to express my thanks to those below for making the 2019
Summer Potluck Picnic such a success.

Thank you to Trevor Applebaum of Tholl Fence for
donating 10 plus pounds of grass-fed hamburger. To
Drew VanHooven for sound system. Eric Fendelander
and Lori Connell our cooks. Laura Jackson for running
the Bingo games and the Door Prize event.

Thank you to all who donated to the Bingo and Door Priz-
es. Please be assured that all donations are benefitting and
will continue to benefit the RGMS. Remember when
you’re on field trips to save a cool specimen for future
Auctions and Door Prizes.

Thanks also to Dean Sizemore and the many behind the
scenes helpers. We miss Tamela Germano and wish her
a speedy recovery.

We had almost 60 people come to this, and I felt all went
very smoothly for my never before having done this type
of event.

Ed: Denise doesn’t like to toot her own horn, but RGMS
should thank her for doing all the shopping, slicing and
cutting accompaniments, and prepping of 60 hamburger
patties. Those are significantly time-consuming tasks.
Thanks, Denise. You did a great job—not just of cutting
and slicing, but also of organizing and planning,.!

VOLUNTEER REPORT

Renée Samuels, Volunteer Director

Happy October, everyone! I’d like to give a special thanks
to Denise Sizemore, for organizing our annual picnic this
year. We had a great turnout, lots of delicious food, and a
very good time! Thanks also to Dean Sizemore, Laura
Jackson, Eric Fendelander, and Lori Connel for their
help with the picnic, and a big thank you to all the members
who brought food and prizes to share! Our brand new
Member, Kyle VanBreemen, has jumped right in and vol-
unteered to assist Daniel Ellis with the 2020 Jackpot of
Gems show. Thank you, Kyle! At this time, we need peo-
ple for the following positions:

Silver Casting Instructor Public Relations Director
Beginning Metal Smithing Instructor Photographer
Education Outreach Volunteers ~ Asst. Editor, Conglomerate

It will be 2020 before we know it, and our nominating com-
mittee is looking for volunteers who would like to be con-
sidered for our slate of officers. If you are interested in fill-
ing any of the positions above, or being an RGMS officer
for next year, please let me know, or contact Steve Nor-
man, chairman of the nominating committee. You can
email me at , call me at ,

or send me a message on our Facebook page. One more
thing: I need your hours! Please send them to me! Thanks
to all of our volunteers! We couldn’t do it without you!

A MEMBER OF CFEMS AND AFMS

HOLIDAY POTLUCK
DECEMBER 7

Denise Sizemore

Since the Holidays are fast approaching, I thought I
would get a jump on marking your calendar to join us
Saturday, December 7%, 5p.m. to 8 pm, for the 2019
RGMS Holiday Potluck, at 480 Rock Blvd. Come at 5
p-m. to mingle and make new friends, 6 p.m. start dig-
ging into some yummy food, and 7 p.m. dessert, gift
exchange and special Holiday Door Prize.

Sign up to bring your favorite side dish, salad, or dessert
to share. RGMS provides main dish meats Ham and
Turkey, coffee and water. Don’t forget your table ser-
vice of plate, utensils, and drink cup. There will be table
stuff available if you forget, as I have in the past, a do-
nation of $1 to RGMS will supply paper plates and plas-
tic tableware. BYOB please.

For the Gift Exchange, bring a wrapped gift, not to ex-
ceed $10, labeled ‘For Woman’, ‘For Man’, ‘For Child’.
Have some fun with this!!!

Lastly, come join us after the December 4 General Meet-
ing to decorate the Society Building. We always have
fun with this. I will have more details as we get closer.

Remember many hands make light work, and many
smiles make the Angels sing.

RGMS ARTISAN CRAFT FAIR

Theresa Langhans, Coordinator

It's already time for our Fall Artisan Craft Fair !Mark your
calendars for:

October 4  Friday 10am-6pm
October 5 Saturday 10am-5pm
October 6 Sunday 10am-3pm

Reno Town Mall, is across the street from the Atlantis Ca-
sino and is where Burlington Coat Factory is located. Ad-
mission and Parking are free for this event.

We will have 19 of our Society members who are ven-
dors. These artisans are selling everything from rough
rock, slabs, polished rock, limb casts, finished jewelry,
unique Nevada photographs, and so much more!

Many of our artists have won awards for their work. We
would love to see you, your family and friends there!!

Craft Fair 2016 Photo Robin DeVisser
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SCHOOL REPORT

Julie Hilsabeck, Director

If a class must be cancelled, each Instructor or
Host will post a cancellation notice to the RGMS
Facebook page. If you do not see a cancellation
post, the class will be held as scheduled.

Want to take or teach a new class? Have any ideas
or suggestions? E-mail Julie Hilsabeck

or talk to her at the general meet-

ing! All official information regarding scheduling
and class details is published in The Conglomerate.
Register and pay for classes at the general meeting.
We accept cash or check made out to RGMS!

Children may register for classes only at the discre-
tion of the teacher. Wear protective shoes or boots to
work in the shop—NO open toe shoes, sandals or
slippers. Please Note: To register for classes you
must either be a member or have $1 million of
liability insurance naming RGMS as the certifi-
cate holder. If you are not a member, unless you
present a valid insurance certificate at registra-
tion, you must wait until the next general meeting
after you join to register for classes. Your insur-
ance is included in the membership fee.

BE NICE! Each class using headquarters is respon-
sible for leaving the premises clean and tidy. Any
tools belonging to RGMS should be put away se-
curely and headquarters locked.

MONDAY OPEN HOUSE

Make your own projects! You must take at least 2
months of lapidary classes before you will be cleared
to attend open house and must have your name on file
as approved to work on your own in the shop. Speak to
the lapidary instructors to be added to the list. Please
be sure to follow shop safety rules. At 8:45 please
start clean-up so chaperones can go home. Super-
vised by Daniel Ellis. Shop fee $5/hour. Monday, Oc-
tober 7, 14, 21, 28 7-9pm. Closed 9/3

BEADING AND STRINGING
Beading in 2019 will be offered quarterly on a Satur-
day morning. Next class will be offered October 26,
from 10-2. Class is taught by Sue Webb. $2.50/hour
payable at class or the meeting.

CASTING
Casting is currently on hiatus until an experi-
enced instructor is found. When offered and
weather permitting, casting is taught in two classes
held on Friday evenings. Classes enroll a maximum
of 4-6 students. Sign ups will be taken at the general
meeting when classes resume.

A MEMBER OF CFEMS AND AFMS

LAPIDARY

Lapidary is limited to 4 new students, but a daytime class
is now available. For shop safety, an absolute limit of
eight people may work in the shop at one time. First time
students must attend a one-time shop safety seminar
(10/8) on the Tuesday following the general meeting at
10:30 am or 6:30 pm. Drop-ins are welcome on a first
come, first served basis. Registered and pre-paid students
always take precedence over drop-ins. Materials for your
first two projects are included in your class fee. Evening
class taught by Lloyd Raymond & Barbara Hartman, 7-
9 pm; daytime class taught by Barbara Hartman and Ju-
lie Hilsabeck. 11am —1pm , Tuesdays, October 8, 15, 22,
29, 10/1. $5/hr.

SILVER FABRICATION

In September no silver fabrication classes are available, but
members may attend Thursday open house to complete pro-
jects.. When offered, classes are structured classes. The
first two projects are specifically designed to teach you the
fundamentals of silver fabrication (making jewelry). There-
fore, you will not be able to do other projects until you
complete the two projects. RGMS provides tools to use on
your first two projects. There is a $20-$25 fee for the silver
which we provide for the first project. Stones are not in-
cluded; however, we do have some for sale. For these two
projects, only oval stones will be used. Suggested size for
the first project is 18 x 13mm, and 30 x 32 mm for the sec-
ond project. The stone size does not have to be the exact
size but should be very close. You can purchase silver from
the instructors for the second project, or you can use our
own. Upon completion of the two projects, if you wish to
continue, you will need your own basic set of tools. The
tools that RGMS provides are for new students only.
Before purchasing any tools, talk with your instructors. In-
structors: Jay Logue, Jill Atkins and Al Bolshazy. Open
House—no classes Thursdays October 3,10, 17, 24. 6- 9
pm. $5 per hr.. No class 10/31.

WIRE ART

Drop in to work with wire the second and fourth Monday.
Classes vary by the month, so check at the general meeting
to see what will be offered for April. Brass wire only and
tools available to lend in class to new students. Taught by
Jennifer Rhodes and Sami Ellis. Monday, October 14, 28.
7-9 PM $2.50/hour ($5/class), payable in class.

HARD STONE CARVING

This class will be offered Saturday and Sunday, from 9 to 4
both days. Taught by award-winner and master carver Jose-
phine Snead. Total cost for the class is $70 ($5/hour shop
time). Children 12+ are welcome. Supplies list available at
sign up. October 19 & 20, 9-4 both days. Bring food &
drinks..

MINERAL IDENTIFICATION
Taking “show of interest “ sign ups. Date TBA.
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BOARD MEETING REPORT

Steve Norman

Board meeting report: September 11, 2019. Steve Norman, Sec-
retary. This is a brief summary, my full report can be viewed on
the bulletin board at the Society’s facility or contact me for infor-
mation. Membership: Matt Dewitt, filling in for Donna Dunham
at the board meeting reported 9 applications: Christina and Ter-
ry Ladd; Matty, Leah, Sophie, Hamrich/Silverman; Anna An-
tonowich; Geneva Palmer; and Michael, Robyn, Ava, & Chase
Atkins of Reno, NV, Gail Almassi, Dayton, NV, Logan Alexan-
der Truckee, CA, Ruth & Sack De Woody of Sparks, NV and
Vickie Nicodemus of Chico, CA. Memberships were approved.
Welcome to the Reno Gem and Mineral Society.

Sue Webb Conglomerate Editor, would like articles on any event
that you have participated. Send articles or pictures to Sue at:

rgms.bulletin@gmail.com.

Renée Samuels Volunteer Director announced the following posi-
tions: Casting Instructor, Public Relations Director, Display
Case director, and Dealer Chairman, Beginning Silversmith-

A MEMBER OF CFMS AND AFMS

ing, and Sunshine Director. Julie Hilsabeck, School Di-
rector announced the schedule and lapidary classes are full.
Check out the class calendar for other classes in the Conglom-
erate.

Field Trip Director Rob Kendrick reported 30+ society mem-
bers at the Gabbs field trip with about 20 people camping.
Rochester Mine field trip on Saturday, Oct 5, has a list of peo-
ple drawn to participate in the event. Melissa Peterson will
email participants. Annual Picnic in August was well attend-
ed with lots of good food and company. Dan Ellis Show Di-
rector, explained progress on the next Jackpot of Gems Show
coming up the first weekend in April. Next Show meeting
will be Monday, October 7 at 6 P.M. A good opportunity to
volunteer and participate.

The General meeting format has changed to the featured
speaker or activity going early on, then the business part of
the meeting afterwards. Let President Tom Nichols know
how you like it or have a suggestion. Craft Fair is coming up
October 4-6 at the Old Town Mall across the street from the
Atlantis Casino. Friday, 10 am - 6 pm, Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm

and Sunday 10 am - 3 pm. PAGE SEVEN
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UPCOMING CFMS SHOWS

See additional information at cfmsinc.org.

OCTOBER

October 4,5 & 6 VISTA, CA

Vista Gem & Mineral Society

Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
2040 North Santa Fe Avenue

October 5 - 6: GRASS VALLEY, CA
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Nevada County Fairgrounds

11228 McCourtney Road

October 13: FALLBROOK, CA
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral society

123 W. Alvarado Street

October 12 -13: LOS ALTOS, CA
Peninsula Gem & Geology Society

Los Altos Youth Center

One North San Antonio Road

October 12 - 13: TRONA, CA
Canceled due to earthquake.

October 19: WEST HILLS, CA
Woodland Hills Rock Chippers

First United Methodist Church

22700 Sherman Way

October 19 - 20: PLACERVILLE, CA
El Dorado County Mineral & Gem Society
El Dorado County Fairgrounds

100 Placerville Drive

October 19 - 20: SANTA ROSA, CA
Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society
The Veterans Memorial

1351 Maple Avenue

October 26 - 27: SACRAMENTO, CA
Sacramento Mineral Society

Scottish Rite Temple

6151 H Street

NOVEMBER

November 2 - 3: ANAHEIM, CA
American Opal Society

Business Expo Center

1960 S. Anaheim Way

November 2 - 3: CONCORD, CA
Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society
Centre Concord

5298 Clayton Road

November 2 - 3: RIDGECREST, CA
Indian Wells Gem & Mineral Society
Desert Empire Fairgrounds

520 South Richmond Road

November 9 - 10: YUBA CITY, CA
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society
Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds, Franklin Hall
442 Franklin Blvd

A MEMBER OF CFMS AND AFMS

November 16 - 17: LAKESIDE, CA
El Cajon Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Lakeside Rodeo Grounds

12584 Mapleview Street

November 23 - 24: OXNARD, CA
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society

Oxnard Performing Arts Center

800 Hobson Way

DECEMBER

JANUARY 2020

January 18 - 19: EXETER, CA
Tule Gem & Mineral Society, Visalia
Exeter Veterans' Memorial Building
324 N. Kaweah Avenue
FEBRUARY 2020

February 14 - 23: INDIO, CA
San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society
Riverside County Fair & National Date Festival

February 22 - 23: VALLEJO, CA
Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society
McCormack Hall, Solano County Fairground

February 15 - 17: ANTIOCH, CA

Antioch Lapidary Club

Contra Costa County Fairgrounds

1201 West 10th Street

MARCH 2020

March 6, 7 & 8: NEWARK, CA
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley
Newark Pavilion

6430 Thornton Avenue

March 7 - 8: VENTURA, CA

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura County Fairgrounds

10 West Harbor Blvd.

March 21 - 22: SAN JOSE, CA

Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds

344 Tully Road

June 1 -2: CAMBRIA, CA

San Luis Obispo Gem & Mineral Club
Cambria Veterans Hall

1000 Main Street

June 25 - 28 81 CFMS SHOW & CONVENTION
Grape Festival Fairgrounds

Lodi, California
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