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Conglomerate  

Subscriptions 2021 

Digital edition: no charge to members  
Shortened edition by USPS: $1 per copy or $12 annu-
ally, in advance  
Full edition by USPS: $2 copy or $21 annually, in ad-
vance 
Full edition copies at the meeting: $2 except to guests. 
Free to guests.  

Rgms, Inc. mission statement 

The mission of the Reno Gem and Mineral Society is to 
create, develop, and encourage interest in the Earth Scienc-
es and to locate and identify various material through field 
trips. As a 501C(3) corporation RGMS qualifies for dona-
tion write offs of cash and materials. Donation receipts are 
available at the society’s headquarters.  

A General Meeting, open to the public, is held usually the 
first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM at Baldini’s Casi-
no, Second Floor, 865 S. Rock Blvd, Sparks, NV. Board 
meetings are open to all members and are held the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM at the Rock Building, 

President’s Message 

Dean Sizemore 

Happy April to everyone! We are finally warming 

up, and many field trips will be starting. Eric Fen-

delander and Steve Smith will be leading most of 
the trips this year, and help is always welcome. 

We have 2 amazing events happening in Septem-
ber--our Jackpot of Gems show and The Rye Patch 

Nugget Shoot. Daniel Ellis will be sharing more 

on JPOG as time moves forward. The Rye Patch 
Nugget Shoot is the first time we’ve been involved 

as a group and promises to be a great day of metal 

detecting for adults and kids. We can use volun-
teers for the day to help with our booth, checking 

people in etc. If interested, please contact me at 

rgms.president@gmail.com. 

Our membership rolls are expanding beyond our 

dreams, and I am so thankful for those of you who 
have joined as new members and those that are re-

newing. We are excited for 2021 with many events 

planned and we hope to be back to meetings at 
Baldinis very soon. Until then please join us via 

Zoom for our General and Board Meetings. 

The March Equipment auction was beyond our 

dreams; so many members donated and/or sold 

equipment. We had crystals donated from a claim 
holder on Petersen Mountain, which was much ap-

preciated. We verified with him that ALL of Pe-

tersen is claimed and is not open for the public. He 
is going to talk to the other claim holders to see 

about perhaps setting up a day to go through tail-

ings. They’ll let us know if that’s possible. 

Auctions will be continuing throughout the year 

with pick-up on Saturday to allow members to pay 
and get their winnings and also a second chance to 

look through what’s left. 

Have a great and safe April 

 

mailto:rgms.president@gmail.com
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Officers’ rePOrts 

The Board minutes are posted on the bulletin 
board at headquarters monthly. Treasurer's re-
ports are available to any member on request. 
Steve Norman , Secretary; Robyn Howard, 
Treasurer. 

Lovelock field trip 

April 24 

Steve Smith, RGMS VP 

Trip leaders: Eric Fendelander, Steven Smith 

Calling all RGMS members in good standing. (Dues 
paid and names on file) 

Gather your rockhounding gear and join us for our expe-
dition to Lovelock. 

We will meet in the parking lot at the McDonald’s in 
Lovelock. 

1555 Main St. Lovelock, NV 89419 

Arrive by 9:00 am and sign in. 

Depart at 9:15 

We are planning to visit two sites. First we go to find 
wonderstone and fossils; then at noon we are off to the 

second site for jasper/rhyolite and whatever else catches 

your eye. 

So, pack your gear, sunscreen, water and food for a day 

of fun rockhounding. 

Two wheel drive vehicles can get to site. Low clearance 

can be challenging due to ruts in the roads from the win-
ter season. We do leave the pavement for dirt roads. 

 

Rhyolite, agate, and opalite in 

various  colors are some of 
what you might find in the 

Lovelock area.  

Photos by Rob Kendrick 

Let’s dO tHis……. 

2021 RGMS POTLUCK PICNIC 

Saturday June 12th,  

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sugarloaf Pavilion, at Lazy 5 Park, 
7100 Pyramid Way, Sparks 

Denise Sizemore, Social Director 

Lunch of hamburgers & hot dogs starts about noon. 
They will be provided by RGMS along with the 
fix’ns. Remember this is a Potluck, so sign up to 
bring snacks, side dishes, salads, desserts and or 
drinks. 

This year there will be a change: RGMS will pro-
vide plates, silverware, and cups for single use. No 
monetary donation necessary just this once, but 
will be expected for future RGMS get-togethers.  

We will have our customary BINGO games and 
Laura and I are adding some spectacular items for a 
raffle. We will post more on games in the May 
Conglomerate. 

RSVP is a must, no later than June 7th.  

To sign up and to let me know what you will be 

contributing contact me, Denise at 

 -  RGMS.SOCIALDIRECTOR@GMAIL.COM 

Photo: Sue Webb 
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Items You Should Plan To 

Bring On All Field Trips 

First published in March 2017 Conglomerate.  

By Kevin Colvin, 2017 Field trip Director 

¨ Maps to all sites will be handed out at the General Meet-
ing before each field trip. 

 Bring a rock hammer, pick, pry bar and/or shovel. Safe-
ty glasses are a good idea. Bring a good pair of work 
gloves and bucket(s), or soft tote bag(s). All these 
items can be easily found at an affordable price at 
stores like Home Depot, Walmart and/or Harbor 
Freight. A backpack is also a very good way to haul 
your material out from a site. Plus, backpacks free up 
your arms and hands. 

 Wear comfortable closed toed shoes for hiking. Typical-
ly ankle-high hiking boots are a must for most of Ne-
vada’s terrain, not only because they provide support 
on rough terrain, but also because they help protect 
you from thorns and stickers, and some of the desert 
animals like scorpions, spiders, and snakes.  

 Knee pads are great for when you have to get on your 
knees for digging 

 Clothes that are not tight fitting, ones that breathe, will 
also help keep you cool in the sun. Jeans and long 
sleeved shirts work best. Wearing a tee shirt under 
your long sleeved shirt will help you regulate your 
temperature. Wear sun glasses to protect your eyes 
from sun damage. Wear sun screen and also a well fit-
ting hat that can be secured to your head in wind.. 

 Bring a coat or jacket; the desert that’s hot in the day 
can get pretty cold at night. Also, it can rain in the de-
sert at any time, so bring an inexpensive rain poncho 
with you. 

 Bring plenty of water to keep yourself hydrated. Ga-
torade is also good to bring; it will help to keep your 
electrolytes balanced.  

 Bring plenty of good snacks and food to keep your ener-
gy up. We will stop and have lunch at noon on all of 
our field trips, so bring a folding chair to sit on at 
lunch—or a bucket.  

 When we are out and traveling in very dusty areas, I 
strongly recommend that you bring a dust mask. I 
found the prefect dust mask at C-A-L Ranch Store in 
Carson City in the hunting and camping section. The 
mask cost me about $25.00. This mask is washable, 
and it works great on small dust particles, like the pla-
ya dust that is out on the Black Rock Desert. 

 Most of all, please inspect your car or truck 
before heading out on a field trip. Check all 
your fluid levels. Bring a jack, jumper cables, 
pull chain, first aid kit, flashlight, and small 
bag of tools. Make sure that your tires are in 
good condition. Bring a spare tire or two. To 
avoid excessive flats and/or blowouts, avoid 
using highway-only tires on your vehicle. All 
terrain tires work best on our vehicles for our 
Nevada off-road conditions. 

a rOckHOunder’s  

Checklist 
First published in the May 2017 Conglomerate 

Kevin Colvin, Field Trip Director 

I created this list a ways back for myself and just want 
to share it with all of you. This list is by no means a 
complete and comprehensive guide to the gear you 
want to bring on your trip. This is just a reminder that 
sometimes the important things can be forgotten—
Make your own list, post it with your gear, or put it on 
your frig. Being prepared for your outdoor adventure 
is half the fun! 

Tools 

Short Shovel—For those hard-to-get spots, or 
when you’re sitting and digging 

Long Shovel—Kind of a no brainer—Big shovel, 
more dirt removed 

Mining Pick—Really comes in handy when you 
need to dig down a ways or dig around larger 
rocks. 

Rock Pick—Often called a geologist’s pick. This 
hammer/pick has a sharp point on one end and 
a square hammer head on the other end. The 
sharp point is used for digging, and the ham-
mer head is used for breaking rock. 

Pry Bar—Depending on your area, the length and 
weight of this bar is important. 

Crevice tool—Helps get out that delicate, hard-to- 
reach material. 

Sledgehammer and Chisel—For breaking up larger 
material 

Brush—Never hurts to have a brush if you need to 
gently clean a surface. 

Knife—Rope cutting, crevice picking: a good knife 
is a must have in the outdoors, even if you’re 
not prospecting. 

Axe—Takes care of roots, downed trees, and dan-
gerous branches—an Axe is a handy tool to 
have around. 

Continued, p. 4 
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Membership 

Virginia Keeley, Interim Director 

RGMS has welcomed 26 new members since Covid 

struck despite not being able to meet in person. They 

are  

Arnold, Jack & Roxy Banks 
Banks, Paula 
Cota, Brian &,Kurina &,Donte 
Courtney, Mary 
Davis, Patrick & Alexandra, Jordan & Nakao 
Grundy, Sharon & Dennis 
Gundred, David &  Virginia 
Hagans, Marty & Laurie 
Lewis, Charal, & Shane, Drsysiak, Randy, & 
 Payne 
Lindsay, Malissa & Matthen, Beffy, Annalee, Juju 
 & Dietrich 
McIver, Don & Jean & Don 
Morgan, Terry & Diane 
Odessky, Jeff "Ski" 
Rose, Robert 
Tole, David & Jeanette, Arianna, & Nia 
Wieczorek, Kayla 

We hope you all will feel welcome at  RGMS. If we’ve 

missed anyone or if we’ve misspelled your name(s) or 

gotten it backwards, please let Sue know 

(rgms.bulletin@ gmail.com) so she can correct the 

problem in the next Conglomerate. And, when we can 

meet in  person once more, be sure to take advantage 

of our field trips and classes as well as our general 

meetings.  If you get involved, you'll have more fun. 

Field trips 

Steve Smith, VP, filling in for field trip director 

Here is our schedule for upcoming Field trips for 
RGMS Members in good standing. 

Watch for future trip details in the conglomerate. 

April 24th  LoveLock  

May 1  Gabbs   
May 8 &9 Gabbs   

May 22 & 23  Austin   

June 5  Verdi Quartz Mtn.  
June 12 & 13 Montecristo Mtns  

Aug. 27-30 Blackrock 

Sept. 17-19 McDermitt   

Sept. 25  Ryepatch  Metal Detecting Shoot out 

  and Possible Crystal hunt. 

The April Auction 

Robyn Howard, Treasurer 

https://www.32auctions.com/rgms_april2021   

Continued from p. 3 

Containers 

Buckets—I usually take 4 to 6 buckets depending on the 

area and the distance I need to travel. In the end, when 

I don’t bring a chair, a 5 gallon bucket is a nice substi-

tute. 

Backpack—Works great if you don’t want to carry a buck-

et; it also frees up your hands. 

Documentation/Guides 

Local Map—Never rely solely on a GPS; always bring a 

map, a topo map if possible. 

Hand Field Guide—It’s always nice to have a pocket field 

guide to help identify your material. 

  

Various Tools 

Work Gloves—Help protect your hands from inju-

ries. 

Knee Pads—Help protect your knees when kneeling 

on rocky surfaces. 

Small Hand Lens—Not needed, but it’s small and 

fun to have to look at your treasures. 

Rope and Tie Downs—I don’t leave the house with-

out these babies. They’re tools every trip needs. 

Compass/GPS—I hate getting lost; with Map/GPS/

Cell Phone you can go just about anywhere. 

Eye protection—For the sun, and for when the rocks 

start flying 

https://www.32auctions.com/rgms_april2021
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Metamorphic rocks 

Metamorphic Rocks: Any type of rock (sedimentary, igneous or metamorphic) that has been 

changed into a new type of rock by very high temperature and pressure. There are two groups 

of Metamorphic rocks: This first is Granular Metamorphic Rocks. Look closely at granular 

metamorphic rocks and you will find very small mineral grains. The second is Layered Meta-

morphic Rocks. Look closely at layered metamorphic rocks and you will see the layers and 

how they can be split apart.  

Quartzite – A granular metamorphic rock. Usually light-colored. Very, very hard. 

Formed when sandstone (a sedimentary rock) is metamorphosed.  

 

Marble – a granular metamorphic rock. Light (white) to dark (black). Forms 

when limestone (a sedimentary rock) is metamorphosed.  

 

Phyllite – Light to hard, fine-grained layered metamorphic rock. Formed when 

siltstone is metamorphosed.  

 

Slate – Grains a bit larger than those in phyllite. Gray, green, red, black. Layered 

and easily splits into sheets  

Schist – Coarse-grained layered metamorphic rock. Contains quartz and mica. 

Often contains well-formed crystals of other minerals like garnet and stauro-

lite. You can see layers of quartz and mica, but it doesn’t split into sheets like 

slate.  

Gneiss – Very hard, dense metamorphic rock. Contains quartz, feldspar, and 

black mica (the same minerals that are found in the igneous rock, granite). 

These three minerals are layers. You can see the bands or stripes of them in the 

rock.  

Special Challenge You are in the field and you find a rock that contains: Pink 

Feldspar, Gray Quartz, and Black Mica. Is it the igneous rock, granite? Or is it 

the metamorphic rock, gneiss? There’s an easy way to know which is which, 

even if they have the same minerals. You will always see layers (or stripes) of 

these minerals in gneiss (see above photo). In granite, they are all mixed togeth-

er evenly. 

Mini Miner’s Monthly 12/20, via The Nugget, 3/21.  
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Mystery Gemstone Discovered in Arizona 

http://sonorannews.com/2020/01/28/mystery-stone-discovered-near-cave-creek/ 

Gemologists are heralding the discovery of a mystery stone in Arizona, the first discovery of 

this kind in the United States in 40 years. Analysts at the Gemological Institute of America 

(GIA), the world-recognized authority on gemstones and their authenticity, have released a 

report that says the stone does not fit into any previously known categories of gemstones. The 

last discovery of a new gemstone in the United States was in 1980 when Helenite was found 

on Mount St. Helens in Washington.  

The new stone was discovered by Scottsdale, Ariz., resident John 

Hornewer who worked with his brother, Steve, to mine it. Hornewer has 

leased abandoned mines on state and federal land for more than 10 years, 

mainly as a hobby and to satisfy his passion for exploring the Sonoran 

Desert. He says he has made countless weekend trips to these mines with 

his brother and friends, extracting and bringing home samples of rocks 

and minerals. “It never occurred to me that we would make a find like 

this,” he says.  

The history of the mine where the mystery stone was discovered is un-

known. Hornewer found the mine when he was on a hiking expedition 

and learned that its location was not recorded on state or federal maps. He 

made arrangements to lease the mine from the government, and the two brothers began dig-

ging. “It is likely that the first miners at this location were looking for gold,” he says. “There 

are veins of gold in the rock, but there are also platinum, silver, copper, palladium, cobalt, zir-

conium, and yttrium.”  

The early miners probably crushed the stone and extracted the gold from it. Hornewer’s as-

sumption is that there was not enough gold to make the laborious crushing worthwhile, and 

the mine was abandoned. “During the Gold Rush days, miners were not looking for new gem-

stones. They were on a mission to find gold and get rich quick,” he says. Because of its ex-

treme hardness, extraction of the stone has been very challenging, Hornewer says. The use of 

explosives would fracture the stone, he explains, so only small electric and mechanical tools 

can be used. “It has taken eight years of intensive work to bring this new gemstone to the sur-

face,” he says.  

The Hornewer brothers have named the new gemstone Sonoranite, and they will be exhibiting 

it at the Tucson Gem, Mineral & Fossil Showcase Jan. 30 – Feb. 16 in Tucson, Ariz. The Son-

oranite exhibit will be located at the 22nd Street Mineral, Fossil, Gem & Jewelry Show, 600 

W. 22nd Street, in the Showcase Tent, Space 15. “I invite gemologists and lovers of fine gem-

stones to stop by and see this stone,” Hornewer says. “I believe they will be impressed by its 

rare beauty.” For more information about Sonoranite, visit www. sonoranite.com or contact 

John Hornewer at info@ Sonoranite or 602-616-9198.  

Sonoran News. (January 28, 2020)Mystery Stone Discovered Near Cave Creek. [Article] 

http://sonorannews.com/2020/01/28/mystery-stone-discovered-near-cave-creek/ 
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Mineral of the Month 

tiger’s eye 

Webb Varnum 

TIGER'S EYE is quartz pseudomorph after crocidolite, 

which is a type of asbestos. During the formation 
of tiger's eye, crocidolite is mostly converted to limo-

nite and then completely replaced with quartz and iron 

oxide. Iron oxide gives tiger’s eye its typical brown or 
reddish color, but it can be yellow or have a blue cast. It 

has a vitreous luster with a trigonal crystal habit. It has a 

Mohs hardness of 7 (thanks to the quartz) and a specific 
gravity of 2.6 or so. Tiger’s eye is valued for its chatoy-

ance, a shimmering caused by parallel fibers originating 

with the riebeckite (another form of asbestos) or crocid-
olite. Tiger’s Eye gets a bad rap because of its origin 

with a form of asbestos, but 
because all of the crocidolite 

(asbestos) is completely re-

placed with quartz and iron ore, 
it is perfectly harmless. Depos-

its in the US are found in Ari-

zona and Montana, but some of 
the best in the world comes 

from South Africa and Western 

Australia  

 

Source: personal knowledge, Mindat.com 

Jackpot of Gems Show 2021 
Daniel Ellis, Show Director 

Well, so far all is well with the show for Septem-
ber 11th and 12th.  Looks like we’ll will have our 
fun this year. So, please mark your calendars so 
you will have some time to work at our show. We 
will need all the help we can muster. 

We will be packing up the goods for the show on 
Wednesday the 8th starting at 5PM at our Rock 
Building for set up at 7:30 AM on the 10th. Since 
we have no sign-up sheets for now, please email 
me so I can put you on the list for helping. We’ll 
also need help on Wednesday after the truck is 
packed to set up the Rock Building for the dinner 
on Friday Night. 

If you can pitch in and help run some of our tables, 
please email me with what you would like to do, 
as we have openings for folks to work in areas that 
need help. 

That is all for now. Will keep you posted. 

 

Great News!!! 

Tony and Sandie Fender have just announced 
that Camp Paradise is on for 2021—at least so far. 
(What 2020 and 2021 taught us was always to pay 
attention to that “so far.”) Camp is  adding enamel-
ing this year. There will be additional health and 
safety measures in place to assure a safe environ-
ment.  
 
Please contact either Sandi Kilcrease or Sandie 
Fender (sandie.fender@gmail.com )to get the 
application form. 
 

Camp Paradise 2021 
Week 1: August 22nd to August 28th 

Week 2:  August 29th to September 4th 
 

For more information about time, location, 
lodging, etc., contact: 
Camp Paradise Registrar Sandi Kilcrease 
422 Mitchel Lake Court, Copperopolis, CA 95228  
(831) 334-1170   slk95228@gmail.com 

Classes offered these sessions include 
Cabochon Making, Silver Smithing, Beading, Fac-
eting, Chain Making, Glass Bead Making, Pre-
cious Metal Clay, Wire Wrap art, Dichroic Glass, 
Soft Stone Carving, Ming Trees, and Enameling  

mailto:m.roberts@cfmsinc.org
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Mount Hood Earthquakes in March 

 

 

 

 

MOUNT HOOD, Ore. - A swarm of small earthquakes beneath the summit of Oregon's Mount Hood this 

week is not a common occurrence but it doesn't mean that the volcano is about to erupt, the U.S. Geological 

Survey reports. 

The earthquake swarm began at 12:13 p.m. Monday about three to four miles beneath the summit of the volca-

no and lasted for about 45 minutes. 

The Pacific Northwest Seismic Network measured eight quakes with a maximum magnitude of 1.3. Dozens of 

other quakes were too small to locate. All were too small to be felt at the surface. 

"Although not a common occurrence, short-lived swarms have occurred near the summit in the past, including 

November 2013, September and October of 2014, and May 2016," the U.S. Geological Survey said in a Face-
book posting. 

Another swarm of more than 100 earthquakes occurred south of Mount Hood's summit on Jan. 17 of this year, 
raising concerns about the volcano's status. Those quakes had a maximum magnitude of 2.7 and they were 

centered about three miles down. 

Geologists say the burst-like swarm is considered an "uptick" in activity, but still part of Mount Hood's back-

ground seismicity and does not mean an eruption is imminent. Such swarms also are seen occasionally at other 

Cascade Mountain peaks, including Mount Rainier, Mount St. Helens, and Lassen Peak in California.  

The likely cause is not magma but by the movement of pressurized super-heated water along existing preexist-

ing faults, according to the USGS. 

March 1 flutter of #earthquakes beneath #MountHood too small to be felt at the surface. 

On March 1, 2021 at 12:13 p.m., an ~45-minute-long earthquake swarm occurred ~1 km (0.6 mi) southwest of 

Mount Hood’s summit at depths of 1-2 km (0.6-1.2 miles) below sea level (about 5-6 km (3-4 mi) below the 

summit). The Pacific Northwest Seismic Network located eight events so far with a maximum magnitude of 
M 1.3; dozens of other events were too small to locate. These earthquakes were too small to have been felt at 

the surface. 

Although not a common occurrence, short-lived swarms have occurred near the summit in the past, including 

November 2013, September and October of 2014, and May 2016. Burst-like swarms of small earthquakes like 

this are considered to be a part of Mount Hood’s background seismicity. Such bursts of earthquakes are seen at 
many volcanoes around the world and in the Cascades, including at Mount Rainier, Mount St. Helens, and 

Lassen Peak (California), and are commonly interpreted to be caused by the movement of hydrothermal fluids 

(water). 

While the seismicity represents a temporary uptick in activity, Mount Hood remains at normal, background 

levels. Mount Hood monitoring data is available from the #CascadesVolcanoObservatory (http://ow.ly/
IUCU50DOkal) and #PNSN (http://ow.ly/K1q450DOkNF). 

Continued next page p. 9 

Photo of Mount Hood on January 15, 2019 - KATU image 

https://www.facebook.com/USGSVolcanoes/photos/a.984262971602264/4212923758736153
https://www.facebook.com/USGSVolcanoes/photos/a.984262971602264/4212923758736153
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/earthquakes?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mounthood?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/thePNSN/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cascadesvolcanoobservatory?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FIUCU50DOkal%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Xe7irLwMBbX0N9gJdRuFfFY4X0Z3s3zA81SCxFPoP5J2mDzmj70oZBkg&h=AT2SJgeKv1ThelGu99ef0S0dpJJAKB_Jj9NM195c0PZRa2KAMc-tee9MPkKwOlUK4HmqJeIFcP1nunt4bn4-TqV9jzkYXo11p3vmR9AkI7b5X5IEMQuAECrh
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FIUCU50DOkal%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Xe7irLwMBbX0N9gJdRuFfFY4X0Z3s3zA81SCxFPoP5J2mDzmj70oZBkg&h=AT2SJgeKv1ThelGu99ef0S0dpJJAKB_Jj9NM195c0PZRa2KAMc-tee9MPkKwOlUK4HmqJeIFcP1nunt4bn4-TqV9jzkYXo11p3vmR9AkI7b5X5IEMQuAECrh
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pnsn?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
http://ow.ly/K1q450DOkNF?fbclid=IwAR3KU6RceXTcKVqoKBEvxpRm-yJfX_Re6U_1Ng0JGbElcSeqB-tyx1mQrFE
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#USGS graphic created March 2, 2021 by W. Thelen.  

Graphic below shows the March 1 earthquakes as red circles, while earthquakes from the January 2021 swarm 

are shown in blue. Earthquakes that have occurred since 2010 are shown as unfilled circles. All circles are 
sized by their magnitude. Top: Map view of seismicity at Mount Hood. Black lines are roads, yellow circles 

are current seismic stations. The line between A and A' is the cross section depicted below. Bottom: Cross-

section of seismicity at Mount Hood. Symbols same as map view. The topography of Mount Hood is shown 
with the black line near the top of the plot. 

Continued from p. 8 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/usgs?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
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 Topic: Monthly Board Meeting 
Time: April 14, 2021 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US 
and Canada) 
        Every month on the Second Wed, until Dec 
8, 2021, 11 occurrence(s) 
        Feb 10, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Mar 10, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Apr 14, 2021 06:00 PM 
        May 12, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Jun 9, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Jul 14, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Aug 11, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Sep 8, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Oct 13, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Nov 10, 2021 06:00 PM 
        Dec 8, 2021 06:00 PM 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) 
files to your calendar system. 

Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0odO-
srDkiGNWdtAgfx Gq0BFBZbzum OGUX/
icsicsToken=98tyKuGhqzgsHtaXuB uGRpx 
5GYjCMjzpnpHjY1qmAvEBCZLRRKm FMRgCLBlBdX_ 

 Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89536422821?
pwd=Q0FBOXl0Nk52R1pYR05ydWEvdWI0UT09 

 Meeting ID: 895 3642 2821 
Passcode: 652494 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,89536422821#,,,,*652494# US (Houston) 
+16699009128,,89536422821#,,,,*652494# US (San Jose) 
 
 Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
Meeting ID: 895 3642 2821 
Passcode: 652494 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kbIellGTR7 

Zoom 

 Topic: Monthly General Meeting 
Time: April 7, 2021 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and 
Canada) 
Every month on the First Wed, until Dec 1, 2021, 11 
Occurrence(s) 
        Feb 3, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Mar 3, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Apr 7, 2021 07:00 PM 
        May 5, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Jun 2, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Jul 7, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Aug 4, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Sep 1, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Oct 6, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Nov 3, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Dec 1, 2021 07:00 PM 

Please download and import the following iCalendar 
(.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
tZMrdOyrqjMrHdQMzz6kDY4Se3txQk9tAQsisisToken=98tyKuGvqD
gvGdCdsR6HRpwEBIjCZnwiFxcgqdssQX_VSt3W1fFM68RJqpOG4HE 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87635348170?
pwd=RkovQ2tzcTZweWR6a0ZkSzdCbjcwUT09 

 Meeting ID: 876 3534 8170 
Passcode: 315349 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,87635348170#,,,,*315349# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,87635348170#,,,,*315349# US (Tacoma) 

 Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 876 3534 8170 
Passcode: 315349 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kbkjWueWWw 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0odO-srDkiGNWdtAgfxGq0BFBZbzumOGUX/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhqzgsHtaXuBuGRpx5GYjCM-jzpnpHjY1qmAvEBCZLRRKmFMRgCLBlBdX_
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0odO-srDkiGNWdtAgfxGq0BFBZbzumOGUX/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhqzgsHtaXuBuGRpx5GYjCM-jzpnpHjY1qmAvEBCZLRRKmFMRgCLBlBdX_
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0odO-srDkiGNWdtAgfxGq0BFBZbzumOGUX/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhqzgsHtaXuBuGRpx5GYjCM-jzpnpHjY1qmAvEBCZLRRKmFMRgCLBlBdX_
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0odO-srDkiGNWdtAgfxGq0BFBZbzumOGUX/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhqzgsHtaXuBuGRpx5GYjCM-jzpnpHjY1qmAvEBCZLRRKmFMRgCLBlBdX_
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89536422821?pwd=Q0FBOXl0Nk52R1pYR05ydWEvdWI0UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89536422821?pwd=Q0FBOXl0Nk52R1pYR05ydWEvdWI0UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbIellGTR7
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbIellGTR7
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZMrdOyrqjMrHdQMzz6kDY4Se-3txQk9tAQs/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGvqDgvGdCdsR6HRpwEBIjCZ-nwiFxcgqdssQX_VSt3W1fFM68RJqpOG4HE
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZMrdOyrqjMrHdQMzz6kDY4Se-3txQk9tAQs/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGvqDgvGdCdsR6HRpwEBIjCZ-nwiFxcgqdssQX_VSt3W1fFM68RJqpOG4HE
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZMrdOyrqjMrHdQMzz6kDY4Se-3txQk9tAQs/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGvqDgvGdCdsR6HRpwEBIjCZ-nwiFxcgqdssQX_VSt3W1fFM68RJqpOG4HE
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87635348170?pwd=RkovQ2tzcTZweWR6a0ZkSzdCbjcwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87635348170?pwd=RkovQ2tzcTZweWR6a0ZkSzdCbjcwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbkjWueWWw
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbkjWueWWw
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SCHOOL REPORT  

Julie Hilsabeck, Director  

Want to take or teach a new class? Have any ideas or sug-
gestions? E-mail Julie Hilsabeck RGMS.school@gmail. 
com or talk to her at the general meeting when meetings 
resume! All official information regarding scheduling and 
class details is published in The Conglomerate. Register and 
pay for classes at the general meeting. We accept cash or 
check made out to RGMS!  

Children may register for classes only at the discretion of 
the teacher. Wear protective shoes or boots to work in the 
shop–NO open toe shoes, sandals or slippers. Please Note: 
To register for classes you must either be a member or 
have $1 million of liability insurance naming RGMS as 
the certificate holder. Non-members must present a val-
id insurance certificate at registration. Otherwise, you 
may not register for classes until the next general meet-
ing after you join.. Your insurance is included in your 
dues.  

BE NICE! Each class using headquarters is responsible for 
leaving the premises clean and tidy. Any tools belonging to 
RGMS should be put away securely and headquarters 
locked.  

MONDAY OPEN HOUSE  

Make your own projects! You must take at least 2 months 
of lapidary classes before you will be cleared to attend open 
house and must have your name on file as approved to work 
on your own in the shop. Speak to the lapidary instructors to 
be added to the list. Please be sure to follow shop safety 
rules. At 8:45 (12;45) please start clean-up so chaperones 
can go home. Supervised by various members. 11AM-
1PM; 6-8 PM Shop fee $5/hour.  

BEADING AND BEAD WEAVING  

Must sign up. Beading during Covid-19 restrictions. Apr. 
class will be 2-Needle construction. Sunday Apr. 18 from 
10-2. Class is taught by Sue Webb. Project: Bracelet  wo-
ven with 2 needles $2.50/hour ($10/class) payable at class. 
To sign up for Apr., email Sue at rgms.bulletin 
@gmail.com. To purchase your beads—2 colors of 4mm 
bicones for  #1 or 28 6mm beads, 15 4X3mm crystal ron-
dels, 11˚ seed beads  for  #2. Limited to 6 students 

#1 

 

 

 

 

 

CASTING  

Casting is currently on hiatus until an experienced in-
structor is found. When offered and weather permitting, 
casting is taught in two classes held on Friday evenings. 
Classes enroll a maximum of 4-6 students. Sign up at the 
general meeting when classes and meetings resume. Inac-
tive during Covid. 

 

KNOTTING AND STRINGING 

Must sign up. The class begins with the basics of jewelry 
making--learning about the materials, findings & tools 
which will also help with knowing how to repair jewelry. 
Students will also learn how to create some amazing 
pieces, either for personal use, for gifts, or even as a way 
to start your own business. Come let's create together.  
Tuesdays in April 7-9pm. $15 course fee. Kits $20. 
Taught by Laura Jackson.

LAPIDARY  

Must sign up. A new evening Beginning Lapidary is 
limited to 4 new students due to Covid restrictions, but a 
daytime class will be available when classes resume, as 
will more evening class space for others. Safety class 3/2 
at 6:30. Materials for your first two projects are included 
in your class fee. Beginner Evening class taught by Julie 
Hilsabeck 7-9 pm; , 3/2, 9, 16, 23, Tuesdays, $5/hr.  

SILVER FABRICATION  

Must sign up. Inactive during Covid. Beginning classes 
are structured classes. The first two projects are specifi-
cally designed to teach you the fundamentals of silver 
fabrication (making jewelry). Therefore, you will not be 
able to do other projects until you complete the two pro-
jects. RGMS provides tools to use on your first two pro-
jects. There is a $20-$25 fee for the silver which we pro-
vide for the first project. Stones are not included; howev-
er, we do have some for sale. For these two projects, on-
ly oval stones will be used. Suggested size for the first 
project is 18 x 13mm, and 30 x 32 mm for the second 
project. The stone size does not have to be the exact size 
but should be very close. You can purchase silver from 
the instructors for the second project, or you can use our 
own. Upon completion of the two projects, if you wish to 
continue, you will need your own basic set of tools. The 
tools that RGMS provides are for new students only. 
Before purchasing any tools, talk with your instructors. 
Thursdays. 6-9 PM Instructors: Jay Logue, Jill Atkins 
and Al Bolshazy.  

Beginning Wire Weaving  

Pre-registration required. 2-10 and 2-17-21 Class fee 
$20.00, Kit fee $20.00 10:00am to 12:00 Class will start 
with the tools and their uses, materials, and examples of 
what you can do with wire weaving both with and with-
out stones. Previous experience is not necessary. Our 
goal will be to learn about the tools, wire, incasing your 
stone and the basic figure eight wire weave bale. The kit 
fee includes the Labrador stone and wire needed to com-
plete your pendant. Tools will be available for use in 
class. Contact Denise Sizemore at wraptorde-
signs@gmail.com to register and reserve your kit. . 

Jewelry making 101 

Not scheduled for Feb. Class fee $30.00 6:00 pm to 9:00 
pm  Class will be conducted via Zoom meeting and in 
person at the Rock Blvd building. Handouts will  cover 
the various aspects of jewelry making. Contact Robyn at 
rgms.treasurer@gmail.com to register when offered.  

#2 
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april 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 
 

 1 2 3 

 

4 

 

5 
 

Open House 
11-1 

7-9 pm 

6 

Beg.Lapidary 
(4 New only) 

Safety 6:30, 7-
9pm 

Basic. Beading 
7-9pm 

7 

Zoom 
General  
Meeting 

7pm 

8 9 10 
 

11 

 

12 
 

Open House 
11-1 

7-9 pm 
Auction begins 

13 
Beg.Lapidary 
(4 New only) 

7-9pm 
Wire Linking 

7-9pm 

14 

ZOOM  
Board Meeting? 

6-9pm 

15 

 

16 
 

17 
.Auction Pick 

Up 

18 

Beading: 2-
Needle con-

struction 
Limit 6 

19 
Open House 

11-1 
7-9 pm 

20 
Beg.Lapidary 
(4 New only) 

7-9pm 
Pearl Knotting 

7-9pm 

21 
Mineral ID 

6-9pm 
 

22 
 

23 24 

 

25 
 

26 
Open House 

11-1 
7-9 pm 

27 
Beg Lapidary 
(4 New only) 

7-9pm 
Basic Jewelry 
Repair 7-9pm 

28 
Mineral ID 

6-9pm 

29 
 

 

30  

Contact Julie Hilsabeck to schedule ALL USES of 
the Rock Building. She manages the schedule to 
avoid scheduling conflicts such as we had in Janu-
ary. Julie can be reached at RGMS.school@
gmail.com.  

MINERAL IDENTIFICATION 

Must sign up. Email Julie and watch Calendar and Web-
site—3rd and 4th Wed. in April . For a small fee, identi-
fication kits are available for purchase ahead of the 
class. Taught by Webb Varnum 

LOST WAX CARVING 

Cost is $50/month Please note this class is on Satur-
days and Sundays! Bring your lunch and beverages. 
Nott offered in summer.  

 

mailto:jchilsa@yahoo.com
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2021 Shows 
April 10-11, 2021 – Mariposa, CA Cancelled 
Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club 
Mountains of Minerals Show 
Mariposa County Fairgrounds, 5007 Fairgrounds Rd. 
Website:  http://mariposagemclub.org  

May 1-2, 2021 – Jackson, CA 
Amador County Gem & Mineral Society 
Kennedy Mine Gem and Craft Show 
Hwy 49 in Jackson CA 
Contact: (209) 296-4061, blackwolf@vgolcano.net  

May 7-8, 2021 Yucaipa, CA 
Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
Yucaipa Blvd and Adams St, Yucaipa, CA 92399 
Contact: grandpasgems@gmail.com 
Website:http://yvgms.org 

June 12-13, 2021, Escondido CA 
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club 
340 N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido CA 92025  
Website: pgmcshow@palomargem.org  

June  18,19,29,  2021 Big Piney, WY 
Sublette Co. Rockhounds, AFMS and RMFMS  
Sublette Co. Fairgrounds 

June 25-27  Lodi CA  CANCELLED 
CFMS  

August 14-15, 2021 – Arcadia CA      
Pasadena Lapidary Society 
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia 
Contact: Ellen Ferrell 1-727-512-0381 
Email: ellenbf207@aol.com 
Website: pasadenalapidary.org  

September  11-12 Reno, NV 
Reno Gem and Mineral Society 
Jackpot of Gems 
Reno/Sparks Convention Center 
Daniel Ellis, RGMS.JPOG@gmail.com 

September 18-19, 2021 – Chico, CA 
Feather River Lapidary and Mineral Society 
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds 
Contact: 1 530 586-7052; Website: http://featherriverrocks.org  

October 9-10, 2021 – Los Altos, CA 
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society 
One No. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022 
Contact: 1 (408) 834-5384, steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming CFMS shows 

See additional information at cfmsinc.org./shows-2/ 

No shows are currently scheduled for April, 2021.  

This column intentionally left blank.  
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Reno Gem & Mineral Society   

480 S. Rock Blvd. 

Sparks, NV 89431-5547 

Conglomerate Editor: Sue Webb 

rgms.bulletin at gmail.com 

www.renogms.org 

Officers 

President:   Dean Sizemore 

    rgms.president@gmail.com 

Vice President:   Steve Smith     rgms.vp@gmail.com  

   

Secretary:   Steve Norman   

               rgms.secretary@gmail.com
Asst. Secretary:   Available 

Treasurer:   Robyn Howard 

    rgms.treasurer@gmail.com 

Asst. Treasurer: Virginia Keeley 

Board of Directors 

Larma Volk   Available 

Available   Available 

Available   Available 

Other Positions 

Used Equip,Sale Coord.  Available 

Gen. Mtg. Guest Greeter Cate Tangren 

Gen. Mtg Door Prizes  Laura Jackson, 

    Drew Van Hooven 

Jr. Rockhounds Advisor  Steve Norman 

     

Instructors  

 Beading: Sue Webb 

 Casting: Available 

 Knotting &: Laura Jackson 
 Stringing 

 Lapidary Barbara Hartman** 
   Julie Hilsabeck 
   Lloyd Raymond** 

 Mineral ID Webb Varnum 

 Silver   Jill Atkins 
 Fabrication Al Bolshazy** 
   Jay Logue** 

 Wire Art Available 
   Available 
** on leave 
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Commission Directors 

ALAA rep  Al Bolshazy  
Bulletin:    Sue Webb   

   rgms.bulletin@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor Logan Alexander 
   RGMScontent@gmail.com 

CFMS & AFMS  Jennifer Rhodes  
Craft Fairs  Theresa Langhans RGMS.Craft 

   Fair@gmail.com 

Facility  Eric Fendelander RGMS.Facility 
   @gmail.com    

Facebook  Sven-Erik Sander  
Field Trips:  Eric Fendelander  rgms.fieldtrip  
   @gmail.com 
Historian:   Available 

Instagram & Twitter   Sven Sanders 

   RGMS.SocialMedia@gmail.com  
Jackpot of Gems Daniel Ellis

   RGMS.JPOG@gmail.com 

Assistant JPOG Kyle VanBreemen  
Librarian  Tricia Vaillancoutt 
   RGMS .librarian@gmail.com 
Asst. Librarian: Kathy Boyne   
LLC Manager  Linda Johnston RGMS.LLCMgr 
   @gmail.com  
Membership:  Virginia Keeley (interim) rgms. 
   RGMS.membershipdirector@ 
   gmail.com 
Photographer:   Steve Smith RGMS.Photogra 
   RGMS.Photographer@gmail.com 
Public Relations:  Available   
   RGMS.PublicRelations@ 
   gmail.com 
School:    Julie Hilsabeck 

RGMS.school@gmail.com    
Security   Theresa Langhans 
   RGMS.Security@gmail.com 
Shop:    Chuck Jackson RGMS.shop at  
   gmail.com 
Social:    Denise Sizemore rgms. Socialdi
   rector at gmail.com 

Sunshine:  Lori Connel 
RGMS.Sunshine@gmail.com   
  Tech Director  Tom Nichols    

   RGMS.TechChair@gmail.com 
    
Volunteers   Available 
Webmaster   Logan Alexander 
   RGMScontent@gmail.com 
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